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Senior -Soviet officers are being
inserted quietly into key posts
roughout th !“ Tish gf

-th § out the Poiish armed torces, .

according to Western inteiligence

Some of v;th'e éffice;rs.)fpanicularly’
generals;: wear -their regular uni-

are in Polish military uniforms so
astobeless obvious to outsiders.
Their assignment is believed to
be .to--look ‘over the shoulders of
Polish officers both to offer sugges-
tions.and to be in. position.to try-
to. prevent the Poles from getting-
together to resist a Russian infasion, -
should it come.”. " =~ . |
“We saw the same pattern in the
summer of 1968 in Czechoslovakia

before the invasion, and again in "

the fall of last year in Afghanistan,”
one American official said. -
US. and other Western analysts,

however, do not conclude from this -
development that the Soviet Union -
has made a.decision to invade Po--
land. Rather, many of them think -
the Russians made a tentative deci-.

sion to stage a massive military ex-
ercise.in Poland, were talked out
of it, and now maintain their mili-
tary. options ‘at a high state of
readiness while closely monitoring
political events in Warsaw.

This hypothesis, based on a com-
bination of hard intelligence, Irag-
mentary evidence, hearsay an

considerable conjec ture, goes-some-

thing [ike RIS AR
A %enfahve decision was made in

late November to stage a Warsaw
‘Pact exercise in Poland sometime
between Dec. 7 and 10. To be in-
cluded were all 15 Polish divisions,

about 20 Soviet divisions and a vari- -

ety of Czech and other Warsaw Pact
forces. . ) [ P < .
. Western intelligence picked up a
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- 5. Arguing for a go-ahead were some

* in Poland already were beyond con-

the Russians were follow-
ing a checklist of preparations, in-

series of sgecxﬁc preparations_
ointing to that time period. They
gelievﬁ he Russiar e

KR A IR RS T I ‘i:';‘2
--cluding moving command posts t&f
* v+, forward positions along the.border; |
«;..Stockpiling ammunition’.and fuel,

setting up a mobile- field hospital
.- and fleshing out units with reserv-

“ists: from civilian life. {These and.
. .similar measures were.taken in Rus-
.+ sia,: Czechoslovakia and East Ger-.
.,,;many_., . . - .

L TP S 7 P e
. - :;»The exercise was to be used as a
forms, the!sources say, but others . ' 3 y

.ruse-.to-neutralize . Polish forces so
that, by the time theyyrealized 1t
-actually represented an invasion, it

- would have been too late for large-

scale resistance by organized units,
the analysts figure.. = -
' But Polish Communist Party lead-

““eriStanislaw Kania “and others

~warned that the stratagem ‘would

. 7mot:work, that a bloodbath would
“result, oo o2 g

So an unusual Warsaw Pact sum-
mit' was called in Moscow on Pec.

Soviet hardliners who  felt events.

trol, backed by the East Germans‘
and Czechs, who were very nervous jf
about the spillover effect inr their
societies. - " ERSRETS
Countering with arguments about{
the heavy price of such a move;!
besides the Polish leaders, were :
some Kremlin officials backed by |
the Hungarians, Romanians and Bul- |
garians. Soviet President Leonid?
Brezhnev, according to Eastern Eu- }
ropean sources, is said to have |
played an essentially neutral role, ;
The argument to give Polish |
authorities more time to rectify the,:
mistakes of the past, to contain the-

_independent labor movement -and !

toencourage moderation on the part |
of the Catholic Church, union lead-"
ers and intellectuals reportedly won ;

_the day.

But it was decided to maintain |
the ‘high ‘rate of military prepara- !

‘tionsall around Poland in case wide:

spread strikes, riots or clashes with 1
authorities should call for quick in- |
tervention. And large number of So- *
viet ‘officers were slipped into '
Poland.: . = = s e g
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